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Congratulations!  
Onyleen Zapata and Ofelia Zapata, 
who both were on the Honor Roll at 

East Leroy Elementary last quar-
ter.  Onyleen and Owyn Zapata re-

ceived Perfect Attendance 
Awards.  All three of our grandchil-

dren received Music Excellence 
Awards as well.   

Keep up the good work kids! Keep 
getting you’re A’s in school, and 

you will keep shonya in your pock-
ets. Grandma and Grandpa love 

you all very much and we are very 
proud of your accomplishments in 
school.  In addition to being proud 
of you for your grades, we are very 
proud to see you girls dance that 

"Bodewadmi Step" and to hear our 
little Grandson sing at the drum. 

  
Gmishomis mine gnokimis 

~BI RT H DAY S~ 

Congratulations  to       

Andrea Bush  
for being NHBP’s  
Employee of the  
Month! 
Congrats Andrea!  
From, Tribal Council  
and your co-workers.    

HAPPY BIRTHDAY  
to  

Josiah Spurr!  
8/5/85 

We are so proud of 
you.  
Love,  

Mom, Dad          
and Nat! 

Happy “Sweet 31st” 
Birthday  

to Winona Sprague!  
8/28/09 

Love, “Yo-Mama” aka Mom 
 

Happy 11th     
Birthday  

Nathan Paul    
Sprague! 
8/20/09 

We love you! 
Love,  

Mom, Dad, 
Grandma, Uncle 
Ron, Aunt Carla, 
Aunt Winona &   

Uncle Ross.  

Happy 16th Anniversary to 
my sweet wife, Michelle. 

08/07/1993 
I love you! Love, Charles 

Happy 2nd Birthday to  
Wa-Wa-Smok       

Sprague! 
8-27-09 

We love you!  
Love,  

Mom, Dad, Grandma,    
Brothers, Aunties,    
Uncles & Cousins.   

~ C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S ~  

~16 July~ 
Please join RANDEE FOERSTER’S 
family in wishing her a Happy Be-
lated (21st?) Birthday. May the 
Great Spirit watch over you as 

long as the grass grows and the 
water flows.  

~Much Love~ 
 From, your family.  

HAPPY BIRTHDAY  to  
“Pooky” a.k.a.  

 Jordyn Morseau! 
8/30/09 

Happy Birthday and 
have a great year.   

Love,  
Grandma Cheryl and 
Grandpa Charlie & 

family.  
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Lonnie, we really did not 
forget, your just grown 

now, but Happy Belated 
Birthday!  

Love, Ma and family.  
Happy Birthday  

to  
Destinique Iden (Neekie)! 

8-01-09  
Love, Great Grandmother 
Grace Mandoka Family.  

Happy Late Birthday (7-25-
09) and Congratulations to         
LoVelle (Bell) Marshall on 

receiving the Varsity Award 
for Athens High School.  

Love, Great Grandmother 
Grace Mandoka Family.    

~BI RT H DAY S~ 
~Grace Mandoka~  

Resting in Heaven on 
your Birthday! 

8/22/09 
We love you.  

From, your children, 
grand children and great 

grandchildren.  
 

Mrs. Dawn Santos 
(Mandoka) 

Happy Birthday on 
8/28/09! 
Love you!  

Your family. 
 

Happy belated birthday to 
my 2 dear oldest sisters—
Cheryl (7/5/09—”Shad-

duce”) & Paula (7/14/09— 
“Buckle-Babe”)!               

Your getting old-er but    
good-er! Love, Gwenny   

Happy belated 30th Wedding 
Anniversary to my wonderful 
daughter & son-in-law—Jay & 
Dodie Thompson (7/21/09). I 
know I am late with this, but I 

love you both! You know I can’t 
be on time- “Mom” 

Happy belated Birthday to      
Mr. Jeff Harris!  

7/02/09  
AND 

belated wedding wishes for you 
& Liz.  

Congratulations you two!  
From your family & friends! 

Happy 9th Birthday  
to Aliyah Bertrand  

(Tiq and LouAnns’ Granddaughter)! 
8/21/09  

Love, Grandma and Grandpa          
& all your new friends and family! 
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Relationships, Key to well being  

Most of us have become disconnected from our Great Mother.  We no longer take the time to 
smell the air, watch the wind, understand the land, and learn where to pick which plant or what 
animal to take. 

We don’t need to go back to substance living, but we should examine our relationship with 
Mother Earth. We live in a specific place that supports specific plants and animals designed to 
meet the unique needs of living in this place.  The natural world around us is trying to engage, in-

struct and nourish us.  There are lessons, gifts and miracles all around if we’d only wake up and open up to them. 

When you place the next bite of food into your mouth, take a moment to think about what you are eating.  Did it 
grow or was it raised locally in a natural way?  Does it contain all of the building blocks your body needs to thrive in 
this specific place? Hopefully, asking these questions will help you become more connected to your food and the life it 
lived before it found its way to your plate. 

Q: There are few places on Earth that humans can thrive without receiving foods from other parts of the 
world to supplement their diet.  
    TRUE  or  FALSE 
 
Q: The Food Guide Pyramid is based on…. 
 A.  the typical diet humans have been eating for thousands of years. 
 B.  a secret formula given to the US Government by aliens found at Roswell, TX in 1947. 
 C.  a compromise between corporations, special interest groups and scientists. 
 D.  the Inuit diet. 
 
Q: The Inuit thrived on a diet made up of mostly animal products. 
    TRUE  or  FALSE 
  
Q: Human beings didn’t find true health and happiness until we started creating processed foods that 
could be shipped easily over the entire globe.. 
    TRUE  or  FALSE 
 
Q: The natural world is trying to engage, instruct and nourish us. We just need to open up to it. 
    TRUE  or  FALSE 
 
** As always, if you answer all the quiz questions correctly & send it 
back to the Southern Health Department, you will be entered in a  
drawing for a $20.00 Wal*Mart gift card! Congratulations to last 
months contest winner:  Ronald Collyer 
 
 

Please Send quizzes to: 
Kim Christy,  Medical Secretary 

 1474 Mno-Bmadzewen Way 
Fulton, MI 49052 
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FRO M T H E HE A LT H DE PA RT M E N T 

 
 

 August 17th – August 21st       

In Northern & Southern Health Offices 
Program Rules and Guidelines: 

     Only children in grades K-12 or Full-Time   
     College Students (with transcripts).  
 
     Only Enrolled NHBP Tribal Members     
    *Children (descendents) of Enrolled Tribal 

 Members are not eligible for this program. 
 
     You must have an updated registration to  
     receive gift cards (if your registration is  
     not up-to-date, you may fill one out at the     
     time of your appointment). 
    
    You must live in the 7 County Service Area 
  (Allegan, Barry, Branch, Calhoun, Kalamazoo, Kent & Ottawa). 
 
     
 
   You must present a completed activity log. 
   Call Camie in the Northern Office to set up 
     your appointment (616)249-0159  
        Or  
    Call Kim in the Southern Office to set up 

         your appointment (269)729-4422 
        Those who do follow and meet the program 
       requirements will receive a $50 gift card to 

 Kohl’s and a $25 gift card to Wal*Mart. 

* Rules apply to IHS Guidelines 
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The Tribal Court shall schedule a hearing as soon as possible 
but no later than seven (7) days after a written objection is re-
ceived. The Tribal Court shall: 

Schedule a hearing on the objection; and  

Provide notice of the time, date and place of the hearing to the 
issuing court, the party requesting the search warrant, and the 
person objecting, as soon as reasonably possible, whether by 
personal service or FAX, and by first-class mailing. 

at the hearing, the person objecting has the burden of persua-
sion that the search warrant should not be enforced. 

The Tribal Court shall issue an order either granting or denying 
recognition of the search warrant. The Tribal Court shall en-
ter an order as soon as practicable after the hearing, but no 
later than seven (7) days. 

Upon presentation to the Court, if the conditions in Section 11 
(A) and (B) of this Chapter are met, the Court shall authorize 
execution of the search warrant. 

Execution of Search Warrant on Tribal Trust Lands. Warrants 
of search and seizure shall only be executed in the presence of 
a Tribal Law Enforcement Officer if the place to be searched 
is Tribal Trust Land. 

Maintaining a Copy of Warrant and Inventory. The Tribal 
Court shall receive and maintain a copy of any arrest or search 
warrant. Upon execution of any search warrant, a copy of the 
search warrant and itemized inventory of items seized shall be 
filled with the Tribal Court within the time limit shown on the 
face of the warrant, but no later than ten (10) days from the 
date of the issuance of the warrant, absent justifiable delay as 
determined by the Tribal Court. 

Section 12: Procedures for the Recognition and Enforce-
ment of Foreign Court Subpoenas 

Recognition of Court Issued Subpoenas. The Tribal Court 
will only recognize subpoenas issued by foreign courts. Sub-
poenas issued by a party or an attorney for a party will not be 
recognized. 

Tribal Court Order Required Before Service. Before any 
foreign court subpoena can be served on any Tribal member 
or person under the jurisdiction of the Tribal Court or custo-
dian of Tribal papers and records the Tribal Court shall issue 
an Order allowing recognizing and enforcing the subpoena. 

Registration of Foreign Court Subpoena. Any subpoena     
presented to the Court for recognition and enforcement must 
comply with the provisions set forth in Section 5 (B) of the 
Chapter. 

Notification of Tribal Attorney. The Tribal Court shall notify 
the attorney for the Tribe, within three (3) days, when any 
subpoena is received requesting papers or records of the 
Tribe or requesting that any Tribal officer or employee tes-
tify. 

Notice of Registration of Foreign Court Subpoena. Upon the 
filing of the foreign court subpoena and filing fee, the Tribal 
Court must within three (3) days mail, by first-class mail, a 
notice of the filing of the foreign court subpoena along with a 
copy of the foreign court subpoena to the Respondent, at the 
address provided by the Petitioner, Respondent’s attorney 
and Tribal attorney, and complete a proof of service. The 
notice of the filing of the foreign court subpoena shall include 
the following:  

The name and mailing address of the Petitioner and Peti-
tioner’s attorney, if any; and 

A statement giving notice that an “Order Granting Recognition 
of Foreign Court Subpoena” shall be entered by the Tribal 
Court unless the Respondent, the Respondent’s attorney or 
then Tribal Attorney files a written objection, based upon the 
grounds set forth in Section 12(H)  of this Chapter, with the 
Tribal Court within seven (7) days from the date of service of 
the notice for a subpoena of a person or fourteen (14) days 
from the date of service of the notice for a subpoena for pa-
pers or records. 

Notice of Deadline to File Written Objection. 

The Tribal Court must mail a notice to the Petitioner,           
Respondent, Respondent’s attorney and the Tribal attorney 

Tribal Court Rule Chapter 8 

Cont’. on pg. 21 Draft 02/11/2009 RSR  
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notify the attorney for the Tribe that an objection has been 
filed; and 

allow the Tribal attorney to appear on behalf of the custodian. 

Objection Hearing. The Tribal Court shall schedule a hearing 
as soon as possible but no later than fourteen (14) days after a 
written objection is received. The Tribal Court shall: 

schedule a hearing on the objection; 

provide notice of the time, date and place of the hearing to the 
issuing foreign court, the party requesting the subpoena and 
the person objecting, by first-class mail. 

at the hearing the person objecting has the burden of persuasion 
that the subpoena should not be enforced. 

Order.  The Tribal Court shall issue an order either granting or 
denying recognition of the subpoena. The Tribal Court shall 
enter an order as soon  as practicable after the hearing, but 
no later than seven (7) days. 

Section 13: Appeal to the Supreme Court 

Appeal of Order Granting Recognition of a Foreign 
Court Action, Except a Foreign Court Subpoena. The 
Respondent or the Respondent’s attorney may appeal and 
order granting recognition of a foreign court action, ex-
cept a subpoena, to the Supreme within seven (7) days of 
the date of service of the order upon the Respondent and 
the Respondent’s attorney. 

Appeal of Order Granting Recognition of Foreign Sub-
poena. The Respondent, Respondent’s attorney or the 
Tribal attorney may appeal an order granting recognition 
of a foreign court subpoena to the Supreme Court within 
seven (7) days of the date of service of the order upon Re-
spondent, Respondent’s attorney or the Tribal Attorney. 

Appeal of Denial of Recognition of Foreign Court Action and 
Subpoena. The Petitioner or the Petitioner’s attorney may ap-
peal the denial of recognition of a foreign court action and sub-
poena to the Supreme Court within seven (7) days of the date of 
service of the order denying recognition upon the Petitioner 
and the Petitioner’s attorney. 

that states the Respondent, Respondent’s attorney or the 
Tribal attorney has seven (7) days from the date of service of 
the notice for a subpoena of a person or fourteen (14) days 
from the date of service of the notice for a subpoena for pa-
pers and records to file any written objection to the recogni-
tion of the foreign court subpoena. 

Any objection filed must include a statement of the basis for the 
objection. 

Entry of Order Absent Objection. In the event that the           
Respondent, Respondent’s attorney or the Tribal Attorney 
does not file any written objection within the seven (7) or 
fourteen (14) day period set forth in Section 13 (F) of this 
Chapter, an “Order Granting Recognition of Foreign Court 
Subpoena” shall be entered by the Tribal Court. 

Objection. Only the person subject to the subpoena, their attor-
ney, or the Tribal Attorney may object to the subpoena under 
the following conditions: 

Any objection must be filed in writing with the Court within the 
objection period as set forth in Section 12(F); 

The objection must set forth the reasons for the objection to the 
enforcement of the subpoena and may include one or more of 
the following grounds: 

 the foreign court lacks jurisdiction over the person subject to 
 the subpoena; 

 the subpoena was obtained by fraud, duress or coercion;  

 the subpoena is repugnant to the public policy of the Band; or 

 to honor the subpoena would place the person subject to it in 
 reasonable fear of physical harm or injury. 

 The person filing the objection shall by first-class mail notify 
the foreign court that the issued subpoena of the objection 
within seven (7) days of the receipt of the subpoena. 

If the subpoena is for papers or records then the Court shall, 
upon the receipt of an objection from the custodian of the 
papers or records: 

Tribal Court Rule Chapter 8 
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NOTICE 
SOLICITING PUBLIC COMMENT 

 
Start Date of Comment Period: August 1, 2009 
End Date of Comment Period:  August 31, 2009 
Title: Chapter 6, Court Rules for Small Claims 
 
Description: 
The purpose of this Chapter of Court Rules is to estab-
lish the rules for settling disputes under the jurisdiction 
of the Tribal Court for claims no greater than $3,000.00. 
This Chapter of Court Rules provides for an informal, 
inexpensive and timely adjudication of these claims. 
 
Tribal Court Contact Information: 
Attn: Tribal Court 
2221 1 ½ Mile Road 
Fulton, MI 49052 
Phone: (269) 729-5151 
FAX: (269) 729-5920 
E-mail: sryder@nhbpi.com 
 
A complete copy of the proposed Chapter of Court 
Rules can be obtained by contacting the Tribal 
Court Administrator at the above address, phone 
number, FAX number or e-mail address. All com-
ments must be submitted to the Tribal Court Ad-
ministrator no later than the “End Date” specified 
within this Notice. 
 

 

 

 

This Notice shall be posted on all Tribal 
Bulletin Boards, on the Tribal Court web 

page and published in the                  
“She-Ke-Gig-Do”, Turtle Press pursuant to 
Chapter One of Court Rules, Court Rules 

for Procedures for the Adoption of      
Tribal Court Rules. 

This Notice shall be posted on all Tribal 
Bulletin Boards, on the Tribal Court web 

page and published in the                  
“She-Ke-Gig-Do”, Turtle Press pursuant to 
Chapter One of Court Rules, Court Rules 

for Procedures for the Adoption of      
Tribal Court Rules. 

Stay of Execution of Tribal Court Order. If an appeal is filed 
in an action any party may request a stay of execution from the 
Tribal Court within seven (7) days after the date of service of 
an order or ruling of the Tribal Court. 

Section 14: Citation Form 

The abbreviated citation form for this Chapter of Court Rules is 
NHBPCR, Chapter 8. 

Section 15: Short Title and Effective Date 

Short Title. These Rules are titled “Rules for the Recognition 
and Enforcement of Foreign Court Actions, Warrants and 
Subpoenas”. 

Effective Date. These Rules become effective when adopted by 
the Chief Judge of the Nottawaseppi Huron Band of the Po-
tawatomi Indians.  

CERTIFICATION OF ADOPTION 

 

The Chief Judge of the Tribal Court adopts the above Chapter 
of Court Rules.  

 

 _____________________________       09/30/2008                                                     

Hon. Michael Petoskey, Chief Judge   Dated 

 

 

Judicial History 
These Court Rules for the Recognition of Foreign Court 
Actions were adopted on September 30, 2008.  Section 12 
D (2)(a)(ii)(3) was amended to change the language to be 
consistent with the “Recognition and Enforcement of For-
eign Judgments Ordinance”, Section 3(2) on October 13, 
2008. Sections 11,12 & 13 were amended on 
___________________, 2009 to simplify the procedure for 
the recognition of warrants and to provide separate proce-
dures for search warrants and subpoenas. Section 14 was 
added to provide for appeals from orders recognizing or 
declining to recognize foreign court warrants and subpoe-
nas. 

  

Judicial History 
These Court Rules for the Recognition of Foreign Court 
Actions were adopted on September 30, 2008.  Section 12 
D (2)(a)(ii)(3) was amended to change the language to be 
consistent with the “Recognition and Enforcement of For-
eign Judgments Ordinance”, Section 3(2) on October 13, 
2008. Sections 11,12 & 13 were amended on 
___________________, 2009 to simplify the procedure for 
the recognition of warrants and to provide separate proce-
dures for search warrants and subpoenas. Section 14 was 
added to provide for appeals from orders recognizing or 
declining to recognize foreign court warrants and subpoe-
nas. 

  

Tribal Court Rule Chapter 8 
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B. Definitions.  The following terms have the following 
meanings: 

1. “Attachment” means the legal process of seizing an-
other’s property in accordance with a judicial order for the pur-
pose of securing satisfaction of a judgment in the event that a 
judgment is rendered against that other person.  

2. “Band” and “Tribe” are synonymous and mean the 
Nottawaseppi Huron Band of Potawatomi Indians. 

3. “Complaint” means a written statement of facts that 
asserts a claim against a party, made voluntarily, and signed by 
the complaining party. 

4. “Court” and “Tribal Court” are synonymous and mean 
the trial level court of the Band.  

5. “Day” means calendar day. 

6. “Defendant” or “Respondent” means the party against 
whom relief or recovery is sought in an action or suit. 

7. “Garnishment” means the legal process by which 
money owed to a defendant by a third party is used to satisfy a 
judgment. 

8. “Judgment” means the final decision of the Court re-
solving the dispute and determining the rights and obligations 
of the parties. 

9. “Plaintiff” or “Petitioner” means the person who 
brings an action; the party who complains or sues in a civil ac-
tion and is so named on the record. 

10. “Small Claims” means a lawsuit brought by a person on 
his or her own behalf in an amount no greater than $3,000.00.   

 

Section 2.  Commencement of an Action.  A small claims 
action may be initiated by filing a “Small Claims Complaint” 
with the Tribal Court Administrator.   

 

A. Filing Required.  Blank “Small Claims Com-
plaint” forms shall be available at the office of the Tribal 
Court Administrator and may be obtained from the Tribal 

Nottawaseppi Huron Band 

Tribal Court 

Court Rules for Small Claims 

Chapter 6 
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Nottawaseppi Huron Band Tribal Court 

Court Rules for Small Claims 

Chapter 6  

Section 1. Purpose and Definitions. 

A. Purpose.  The purpose of this Chapter of Court Rules is 
to establish the practice and procedure for settling disputes under 
the jurisdiction of the Nottawaseppi Huron Band Tribal Court 
which provides expeditious, informal, and inexpensive adjudica-
tion of claims no greater than $3,000.00. 

 

Court Rules for Small Claims 
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Section 3.  Small Claims Fees.   

A. Filing Fee.  The Tribal Court Administrator must col-
lect from every party that files a small claims action a filing fee 
as set by the Schedule of Court Fees.  

B. Waiver.  Only a natural person is eligible for a waiver 
of the small claims filing fee subject to the following:  

1. if a party demonstrates by notarized affidavit that 
he/she is primarily supported by public assistance, the payment 
of fees required by law or court rule as to that party must be 
waived; or 

2. if a party demonstrates by notarized affidavit that 
he/she is unable to pay the fees required by law or court rule, 
the Court may order those fees waived. 

C. Costs and Other Fees. 

1. Postage Costs.  An amount equal to the prevailing 
postal rate for the service provided shall be charged and col-
lected for each Defendant to whom a copy of the “Small Claims 
Summons” and “Small Claims Complaint” is mailed by the 
Tribal Court Administrator.  

2. Other Fees.  A fee shall be charged and collected for 
the issuance of an Order of Execution, Attachment, or Garnish-
ment.  

Section 4.  Service; Form; Time.  The Tribal Court Adminis-
trator must serve a copy of the “Small Claims Complaint” upon 
each Defendant with a “Small Claims Summons” directing the 
Defendant to appear before the Tribal Court Judge.   

A. Contents of “Summons”.  The “Small Claims Sum-
mons” must inform the Defendant of the following: 

1. when and where to appear for a hearing; 

2. that the Defendant and Plaintiff are to bring all books, 
papers, and witnesses needed to establish any claim or defense;   

3. that failure to appear may result in a judgment against 
the Defendant; 

4. that if a settlement of the dispute is made before or at 
the hearing, the Defendant may be charged with costs incurred 
by the Plaintiff in initiating the action; 

Court Administrator upon request.  The completed “Small 
Claims Complaint” must be filed, along with payment of 
the filing fee unless the fee is waived, with the Tribal Court 
Administrator to initiate a small claims action.  

B. Content of the “Complaint” to be Provided by Party.  
The “Small Claims Complaint” must contain the following: 

1. the name of the Plaintiff; 

2. whether the Plaintiff is a corporation, partnership, sole 
proprietorship, or individual, if known; 

3. if the Plaintiff was acting under an assumed name or 
business name at the time the claim arose, the assumed name or 
business name shall also be given; 

4. the name of the Defendant; 

5. whether the Defendant is a corporation, partnership, 
sole proprietorship, or individual, if known;   

6. if the Defendant was acting under an assumed name or 
business name at the time the claim arose, the assumed name or 
business name shall also be given; 

7. the date that the claim arose; 

8. the location at which the claim arose; 

9. a statement of the facts providing the basis for the 
claim; and 

10. the amount of the claim. 

C. Notice of Right to Remove; Waiver of Rights.  The 
“Small Claims Complaint”, in boldface type, must inform both 
parties that: 

1. they have the right to remove the small claims action 
from the small claims division to the general civil division of 
the Tribal Court no later than seven (7) days before the hearing 
date set forth on the “Small Claims Summons”; and 

2. if the action is not removed from the small claims proc-
ess the parties waive their right to:  

a. be represented by an attorney; and  

b. appeal of the decision of the Tribal Court. 

Tribal Court Rule 
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5. that, even if the Defendant does not have a legal de-
fense, the Defendant may appear to request installment pay-
ments pursuant to Section 8(B)(2) of this Chapter; 

6. that the Defendant has the right to request that the 
Tribal Court Judge remove the small claims action from the 
small claims process to the general civil process of the Tribal 
Court prior to the commencement of the action; and 

7. that if the action remains within the small claims divi-
sion of the Tribal Court the Defendant waives his/her rights to: 

a. be represented by an attorney; and 

b. appeal of the decision of the Tribal Court. 

B. Form of Service.  Service shall be considered com-
plete upon: 

1. the mailing of the “Small Claims Summons” and “Small 
Claims Complaint” via certified mail, return receipt requested, 
deliverable to addressee only, if that is unsuccessful; 

2. by personal service of the “Small Claims Summons” 
and “Small Claims Complaint”, if that is unsuccessful; 

3. by any other manner reasonably calculated the by the 
court to give the Defendant actual notice of the proceedings.   

C. Time.  The Defendant must be served no later than 
fourteen (14) days before the hearing date set forth on the 
“Small Claims Summons”.   

Section 5.  Date of Hearing.  The date for the hearing shall not 
be sooner than fourteen (14) days nor later than thirty-five (35) 
days after the date of service of the “Small Claims Complaint” 
and “Small Claim Summons”.   

Section 6.  Hearing Procedure.  In all hearings commenced 
within the small claims process: 

A. the witnesses shall be sworn; and  

B. the Judge shall conduct the hearing in an informal man-
ner so as to do substantial justice between the parties according 
to the rules of substantive law but shall not be bound by  par-
ticular rules of practice, procedure, pleading, or evidence, ex-
cept provisions relating to privileged communications.  The 

sole object of such hearing is to dispense expeditious justice 
between the parties.  

Section 7.  Settlement; Form.  Before or at the hearing the 
parties may make a settlement upon those terms as they may 
agree. The settlement shall be in writing and signed by both 
parties. Upon filing of the settlement with the Tribal Court, the 
Tribal Court Judge shall review the settlement and may: 

A. enter it as the “Small Claims Judgment”; or 

B. reject the proposed settlement if it is not in the interest 
of justice and require that a full hearing take place. 

Section 8.  Judgment, Contents. 

A. Copy of Judgment.  A copy of the Judgment shall be 
given in proceedings occurring in the small claims action, de-
livered, or mailed immediately to each Plaintiff and Defendant 
following entry of the Judgment. 

B. Manner of Payment.  The Tribal Court Judge shall 
order that a Judgment of a small claims action be satisfied by 
payment to the Tribal Court Administrator or directly to the 
Plaintiff either in: 

1. a lump sum; or 

2. installments in amounts and at times as the Tribal 
Court Judge considers just and reasonable under the circum-
stances.  

C. Stay.  The Tribal Court Judge shall also provide for a 
stay of further proceedings to collect the Judgment while the 
Defendant is in compliance with the Judgment. 

D. Warning Against Nonpayment.  The Judgment shall 
include a warning that the Defendant's failure to pay the Judg-
ment pursuant to its terms or any installment payment ordered 
may result in execution against the Defendant's property and 
that the Defendant may be compelled to appear for an examina-
tion of the Defendant's assets. 

E. Order Requiring Payment or Disclosure of Em-
ployer and Accounts.  If the Defendant is not present when the 
Judgment is entered, or is present but does not immediately pay 
the full amount of the Judgment when the Judgment is entered, 

Tribal Court Rule 
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NEW TRIBAL TAX LAW GOES INTO EFFECT; CIGA-
RETTE/TOBACCO PRODUCTS SALES AT FIREKEEP-
ERS CASINO 

The Tribal Council recently adopted two (2) new laws designed 
to implement additional parts of the Tax Agreement between the 
Tribe and the State of Michigan.  The adoption of these laws al-
lows the Tribe to exercise its rights as a sovereign government 
by regulating certain sales taking place on the Tribe’s Reserva-
tion lands and preempting the State of Michigan’s Tax Laws in 
these areas as allowed under the Tax Agreement.  The adoption 
of these laws will allow the Tribal Government to collect tax 
revenues that will help support Tribal government activities, in-
cluding those related to regulation of FireKeepers Casino (i.e. 
food safety inspections), as the Tribe continues to grow.  Retail 
Sales Tax:   The Retail Sales Tax will be assessed on purchases 
of “tangible personal property” (i.e. gift items; clothing) from 
retail stores located on Reservation lands.  The amount of the tax 
is the same as the sales tax rate under Michigan law: 6%.  Every 
retail store must collect the tax at the time of the sale.  Under the 
terms of the Tax Agreement with the State of Michigan, the 
Tribe must share the taxes collected on sales to non-NHBP mem-
bers with the State of Michigan. 

Tribal Members who are on the list of Resident Tribal Members 
– i.e. live within the Tax Agreement Area defined by the Tax 
Agreement – are exempt from the Tribe’s Retail Sales Tax. 
NOTE:  If you do not know if you are on the list of Resident 
Tribal Members, contact the Tribal Office.  Resident Tribal 
Members who wish to make a purchase at FireKeepers Casino 
gift shop – “The Trader’s Blanket” – must present their Tribal 
I.D. Card to the cashier; so the cashier can verify that the you are 
on the list of Resident Tribal Members. Food & Beverage Tax:   
The Food & Beverage Tax will be assessed on purchases of pre-
pared food and beverages from Tribally-owned/Tribal-Member 
owned restaurants and vendors who operate on the Tribe’s Res-
ervation.  Sales of groceries (i.e. food and beverages you pre-
pare/eat at home) are exempt from the Tribal F&B Tax, just like 
they are under Michigan Law.  The Tribal F&B Tax is similar to 
the 6% sales tax that is assessed on the amount you pay at any 
restaurant or bar in the State of Michigan.  Because the F&B Tax 
is usually included in the total price that you pay for 
meals/drinks, there is no exemption for Resident Tribal Mem-
bers.  Under the terms of the Tax Agreement, the Tribe is not 

required to share taxes collected on F&B sales at FireKeepers 
Casino with the State of Michigan; however, tax collected of 
F&B sales to non-NHBP members at other locations do have to 
be shared with the State of Michigan.  

Every retailer is required to file tax returns with a Tax Office that 
is being established in the Finance Department.  It is anticipated 
that the taxes collected by the Tribe will help off-set the cost of 
establishing this office within the Tribal Government. Tax-Free 
Cigarette & Tobacco Products Sales:    The Tax Agreement also 
allows the Tribe to make sales of tax-free cigarettes and other 
tobacco products to Tribal Members those same items under -
Michigan Law.  This will, for example, allow Tribal members to 
purchase cigarettes without paying the $2.50 Michigan Tobacco 
Products Tax per pack.   The Tax Agreement requires the Tribe 
to designate the retail outlet(s) at which sales of tax-free tobacco 
products will be made.  For now, the Tribe has designated “The 
Trader’s Blanket” at FireKeepers Casino as the sole retail outlet.  

Any Tribal member who is at least 18 years of age – not just 
Resident Tribal Members – are allowed to purchase tax- free 
cigarettes and other tobacco products. The Tribe is also required 
to regulate the sale/purchase of tax free tobacco products.  It is 
illegal for a Tribal Member to purchase tax-free tobacco prod-
ucts for a non-Tribal member.  To regulate sales of tax-free to-
bacco products the Tribal Council adopted a law to regulate 
purchases of tax-free tobacco products by Tribal Members.  
There will be daily and monthly limits on the number of car-
tons of cigarettes by Tribal Members.  YOU MUST MONITOR 
YOUR PURCHASES TO MAKE SURE YOU DO NOT EXCEED 
THE CEILINGS.  IF YOU FAIL TO DO SO, YOU MAY BE 
FINED AND YOUR PRIVILEGES TO PURCHASE TAX FREE 
CIGARETTES MAY BE SUSPENDED.    
Procedures for making tax-exempt purchases of cigarettes: 

You must present your Tribal I.D. to cashier. 
You must sign a log verifying the brand, number of packs/

cartons, and the date of purchase. 
You cannot purchase more than the designated number of 

cartons (3) on any single day. 
If you are over your limit, the cashier can (and must) refuse 

to sell more tax-free cigarettes to you. 
If you have questions about the Tribal Tax Codes or the law gov-
erning the Sale of Tobacco Products, please contact Bill Brooks, 
Tribal Attorney, at the Tribal Office.  
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SAT 
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      1 
Tribal     

Member  
Celebration 

@ 1 pm 

2 3 4 5 6 
 

7 8 

9 10 
“Kick-Off” Employ-

ment Meetingfor 
“Back of house” ex-
pansion @ 5 pm @ 
New Clark Trailer.   

 

11 12 13 
Tribal Council Business 

Meeting @ 11 am @ 
Comm. Center  

14 15 
 
 

16 17 18 
 

19 20 21 22 
 

23 24 
 
 
 

25 26 27 
Tribal Council Meeting 
@ 11 @ Comm. Center  

28 29 

30 
 

31 
 

     

August—2009! 
~Minke Gizes~ 

Mon 

FOR ONLINE LANGUAGE CLASS INFORMATION ~ CHECK WWW.NEASENO.COM  

Gathering of the Potawatomi Nations Pow-Wow!  

Language                
6:30-9:00 pm 

NHBP Community 
Center 

Language                
6:30-9:00 pm 

NHBP Community 
Center 

Language                
6:30-9:00 pm 

NHBP Community 
Center 

Back to School! Turn in your activity logs for your gift cards!  

Lunch & Learn 
@ 12 pm @ 

Health 
Kitchen. 

Mental Health Screen-
ing @ 9 am. 

Beg. Lang. Class online 
From 7-9:30 p.m. @ 

www.neaseno.org 

Craft Night  
6-9 pm @ Comm. Center.  

Craft Night  
6-9 pm @ Comm. Center.  

Beg. Lang. Class online 
From 7-9:30 p.m. @ 

www.neaseno.org 

Beg. Lang. Class online 
From 7-9:30 p.m. @ 

www.neaseno.org 

Beg. Lang. Class online 
From 7-9:30 p.m. @ 

www.neaseno.org 

Adv. Lang. Class online 
From 7-9:30 p.m. @ 

www.neaseno.org 

Adv. Lang. Class online 
From 7-9:30 p.m. @ 

www.neaseno.org 
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